Union of Arab Students and Academics – Tübingen

Orient meets Tübingen
winter semester 2004/2005

Looking at the long history of relations between the Orient and the Occident, you find countless bridges and ways in which cultural inheritance and thought have crossed borders. The Orient and the Occident are now as close to each other as seldom before. Innumerable opportunities are opening up being lived out, but fears are being stirred up as well and perspectives are narrowing. If we want to stop things from going off course – and prevent cultural alienation or cultural and political marginalisation – we have to support dialogue between sciences and culture, between the Orient and the Occident. This is in the interest of everyone involved.

9/11 was a turning point in the relationship between the Orient and the Occident and represented an extremely undesirable development. What remains is the recognition that existing intercultural dialogue urgently needs to be intensified. To claim that this dialogue has never existed before is simply wrong and unfair towards honourable pioneers in various epochs. Is there anything new that is demanded of the mediators? Has dialogue been carried on wrongly? Have warning voices been ignored? What has to be changed? But also: How can we overcome the deep gap between claim and reality? On both sides within circles of intellectuals, politicians, theologians and scientists there is a process of changing one’s views going on. Dialogue between cultures follows the trend of our time and is a crucial future issue.

Today we have to enter into a debate on general principles that examine which values universal civilisation has to be based on and where to find a forum for communication between different cultures and religions.

In our programme we invite you and the general public to take a good look at the fascinating culture of the Middle East. Academic contributions, films, exhibitions and other cultural events like dance, music and sports are going to broaden the extensive variety of information. 

We hope that our programme of events arouses the curiosity and interest of many people in this region to promote and support the dialogue between cultures.

1. Introduction of the Union of Arab Students and Academics
1.1
Character of the Union (statute, §2)
1) The Union is non-partisan and politically, state and religiously independent.

2) A membership is not bound to holding citizenship in an Arab country. The Union promotes human rights, especially those of Arab people in their own countries and elsewhere. The Union also promotes constructive dialogue in the interest of the general public that is in line with the goals of the Union.

3) The Union pursues the scientific, cultural, social and general interests of its members.

4) The Union exclusively and directly pursues aims that are for public benefit. 

1.2
Goals of the Union (statute, §3)

1) The Union represents the interests of Arab students and academics in Tübingen.

2) The primary goal is a better communication among Arab students and academics.

3) A special matter of concern of the Union is to improve communication and cooperation between Arab students, academics, other Arabs living in Germany  and the German population.

4) The Union wants to make a contribution to promoting the reality of Arabic culture to the German population. It considers itself responsible for informing its members about the German constitution and political culture.

5) The Union wants to strengthen the values of democracy and intercultural dialogue in an atmosphere of freedom and constructive discussion.

6) The Union wants to promote unity, cooperation and solidarity among Arabs.

7) The Union aims to offer a common forum to various Arab unions and associations that serve peaceful purposes.

8) The Union promotes academic exchange between Arabic universities and organizations and their German counterparts. 

1.3 
Realization of the Union’s goals (statute, §4)

1) Organization of parties according to the interest of its members.

2) Arrangements of exhibitions as well as sport, cultural and artistic activities.

3) Organization of lectures, conferences, congresses and intercultural meetings.

4) Publication of pamphlets and magazines.

5) Cooperation with other unions and groups according to the goals of the Union.

6) Support of Arabic language studies for those that are interested.

2. 
Running projects of the Union of  Arab Students and Academics

The Union of Arab Students and Academics is organizing, in line with its mandate, a series of lectures within the framework of the Studium Generale at the University of Tübingen and the Arabic Film Festival. In addition, there are going to be fringe events offered by the Union itself and other organizations from Tübingen.

2.1  Lecture Series „The West and the Arab World“ within the „Studium Generale“ at the University of Tübingen
At the moment the Union is organizing, in cooperation with the University of Tübingen, the German-American Institute and the Institut Culturel Franco-Allemand, a lecture series entitled „The West and the Arab World: Bridges and Horizons for Dialogue and Understanding“ within the Studium Generale of the University of Tübingen. The lecture series is going to be held every Tuesday at 8 pm during the winter semester 2004/2005.
2.2  Arabic Film Festival (Tübingen, 19th to 26th of January 2005)
The Union is planning a film festival that is going to be organized in cooperation with the Arsenal and Museum cinemas in Tübingen. The opening will take place on 19th January 2005. Some of the producers are invited to the film festival in order to present their films to the public and the press.

3.
The Framework
The Union of Arab Students and Academics sees itself as an initiator and coordinator of the joint activities that will take place. For example:

· the Oriental Party initiated by the students of the “Oriental Institute“

· the Islamic Week initiated by the “Muslim Student Association“

· the regional studies seminar “Orient meets Tübingen“ initiated by the “International Language Programme“ of the University of Tübingen

· Special guided tours: i.e.

1. "The Ancient Orient“ (Museum Schloß Hohentübingen)

2. coin-collection (Oriental Institute)

· Exhibition of oriental artists focussing on different topics (music, calligraphy, photo exhibition …)

· intercultural sport events.
· Literary Diwan.

· Introduction of chosen oriental addresses (e.g. unions, associations, institutes and shops) in and around Tübingen
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